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STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 CFR 8S1,56, 1.97 AND 1,98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1 .97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. $1.97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed before the mailing of a first Office 
action on the merits in the above-identified case. 

No fee or certification is required. 

PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified PTO/SB/08). The order of presentation of the 
references should not be construed as an indication of the iihportance of the references. 
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ArtUnit: 3637 



The Examiner is advised that the following co-pending application contains subject 
matter that may be related to the present application. 



Application Number 


Filing Date 


Art Unit 








11/521,935 


September 15, 2006 


3635 



PART III: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed unless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO- 1 449 (modified PTO/SB/08) be signed by the Examiner to 
evidence that the cited information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues fi-om this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his or 
her own conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 
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Art Unit: 3637 



An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Eric L. Amundsen, Reg. No. 46,518 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue . 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 



Docket No.: Z0104.70000US00 
Date: November _/£_, 2006 
xNDDx 
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03/25/1975 
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4,004,391 




Keeton 


01/25/1977 






4,186,533 




Jensen 


02/05/1980 
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Salice 


04/15/1986 






4,599,011 




Tashiro et al. 


07/08/1986 
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05/19/1987 
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Beard 
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4,869,564 
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09/18/1990 
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12/03/1991 






5,100,216 
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03/31/1992 






5,352,017 




Beming 
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11/01/1994 






5,567,081 




Vallance 


10/22/1996 






5,662,399 




Henkel et al. 


09/02/1997 






5,715,760 




Frascaroli et al 


02/10/1998 






5,718,493 




Nikolai 


02/17/1998 






5,737,890 




Heyden 


04/14/1998 






5,810,505 




Henriott et al. 


09/22/1998 






5,848,500 




Kirk 


12/15/1998 






5,960,599 




Schmidt et al. 


10/05/1999 






6,106,185 




Isele et al. 


08/22/2000 






6,152,553 




Wunderlich 


11/28/2000 






6,312,186 


Bl 


Rock et al. 


11/06/2001 






6,402,420 


31 


Yang 


06/11/2002 






6,415,568 


Bl 


Lingenfelder et al. 


07/09/2002 






6,547,477 


Bl 


Huber et al. 


04/15/2003 






6,796,614 


Bl 


Paul 


09/28/2004 






2002/0152935 


Al 


Cinkaj . 


10/24/2002 






2003/0044232 


Al 


Welch et al. 


03/06/2003 






2003/0129021 


Al 


Hasler 


07/10/2003 






2003/0223840. 


Al 


Mengel 


12/04/2003 






2005/0042027 


Al 


Migli 


02/24/2005 
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BP 


0 447 961 


A2 


Herman Miller, Inc. 


09/25/1991 








BP 


1 223 351 


A2 


Rubbermaid Incorporated 


07/17/2002 








GB 


964,917 




Joseph De Wachter 


07/29/1964 








GB 


1 447 387 
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GB 
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Yau King Choy 
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Jason Anthony Leech 


02/14/2001 
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06/19/2002 








WO 
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Al 


Cotswold Design & Consultancy Limited 


02/03/2000 








WO 
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Al 


Riesmeier, Wilhelm 


1 1/09/2000 








WO 


02/093024 


Al 


Brown, Michael, John et al. 


11/21/2002 








WO 


04/028911 


Al 


Garcia Mermo, Miguel, Angel 


04/08/2004 








wo 


04/059101 


Al 


Nordli, Bjame 


07/15/2004 
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[NOTE - No copies of U.S. patents, published U.S. patent applications, or pending, unpublished patent applications stored in the USPTO's Image File Wrapper GFW) system, 
are included. See 37 CFR §1.98 and 12870G163. Copies of all other p*ent(s), publication(s), unpublished, pending U.S. patent applications, or other information listed are 
provided as required by 37 CFR § 1,98 unless 1) such copies were provided in an IDS in an earlier application that complies with 37 CFR § 1 .98, and 2) the earlier application is 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120.] 
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